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BLACKBURN FOR SILVER.

He is After Secretary Carlisle's Po-
litical Scalp.,

Senutor Blackbarn Has Glven His Views
on the Siiver Question to the Pob-
lle Through the Pross.

Senator Blackburn hus given the fol.
lowing tothe Lonisville Courier-Journal :

T have herotofore ghown any in-
disposition to be interviewed by you,
gentlemen, who  represent the daily
pipuers of this city, it hag not heen be-
CiEe of my purpose to coneeal from the
people my views upon any publie ques-
tion, bt heennse T was anxions to avoid,
il possible, - perversion and  distortion
to which my utterances have generally
(ol eonrse, nlnlﬂ--:xliunnlly 1 been sgube-
il-l'ri'-l.

“I never had, have not now, and never
intend to huve wiy gecrets in polities, |

never did and never will usk the support |

of the people withont giving them the

allest information a8 to wmy position |

[ at o loss to under-
stand how anyone, especially in Ken-

and sentiments,

tueky, can remain in ignorance us to my
sentiments upon the silver question if
they feel enongh interest in the matter
to desire information.  For the lust
vears, i congress and on the stamp,
anywhere and everywhere, T have earn-
eatly and persistently insigted npon the

restoration of the silver metal to that

place in the money system of the country |

which it had always held prior to the
prssage of that disnstrons act of demon-
etization passed in 1873, i there
ane man in puablic life in all the conntry

]

whose views upon this subjeet wore on-

titled to be known of all Hien |r}‘ Tel=on |

had
to believe that T was that man,
this subject Ihave never held an opinion
nor made an ntteranee that I have in
the slightest degree altered or woditied
Yeu if there are any
gtill uninformed, who desire (0 know

of hig aets amnd nbterances |

in all these vears,

those views, I will reiterate them in the |

shortest space posible by saving that 1
ot in favor of opening the mints of this
conntry to the unlimited coinage of the
ailver metal on an equality with gold,
1 am opposed to gold monometallism
and just as much opposed to silver mon-
ometallism ; without reservalion or eva-
gion I mm a bimetallist, T want and
miean to continne o ingist npon the use

90 |

Upon |

|n{ hoth metals on equal terms as the r(--|!
|

demption money of this country,
would be glad to see this result hrought
about by the action of an international
conference, provided that it conld be
[one without delny. T am opposed to

[ thie government waiting for any such |

conference to aet.  Our experience with

such agencies has not been such as to |

give us either confidence or hope of the
Wttainment of this pirpose. Upon the
contrary, onr participation in sueh con-
[ference have in their very barrenness
| become fareieal and ridionlone,

“In 1792 this country, with only 4,000,
000 of people, was bold enongh to. prove
| itself able to discard the moneiary sys-

[ teny of Gireat Britain and establish one |

Lofits own, which for nearly 100 yenrs
{ met every demand and stood every strain
| that the growth and development of the
conntry put npon it, I believe that the
destraetion (entailed apon us by this de-
manetization poliey) of one-half of our
redemption money has contributed more
thin any canse to the shrinkage of all
vislnes, the depreciation of all property,
| the gtagnation of trade, the paralysis of
industry—the finaneinl troublesin which
fwe now find onrsclyes,

SWhilst it may be true that the restor-
ation of gilver to its place of unrestricted
coinage, and unlimited legal tender fune-
tion may not prove a panaees for the jlls
[ that we now suffer, | am convinesd that
it will do more and go further in that di-
rection than any one piece of legislation
thint been snggested, T have an
abiding faith in the capacity of this
mel to work ont and maintain its per-
manent parity with gold, providel the
{ oppressive hand of the law 8 removed
and the mintsof the conntry thrown open
to its coinage,

has

I believe, and always
didd believe, that the act of 1874 was an
unconstitutionnl measure. I helieve
that the act of 1873 wonld have been so
| held by the supreme conrt of the United
States had not a partisan «pirit domina-
{ted the action of that tribunal, This
| convietion I have stated in delte upon
the tloor of the senate as broadly as 1
put it here.

“Iagree with Daniel Webster, who, in
his day, was always held to be an an-
| thority ns a constitmtional lawver. He
declared that the constitution of the
United States made gold and silyer the
redemption money of this country, and
that neither congress nor any state hd
jum' rightful power to snhatitute any

other, nor fo destroy either the one or
the other of these metals, If congress
had the power to demonetize silver it
minst e conceded that it had the same
power to demonetize gold. 1t has seen
it to exercise this assumed power a8 to
Had it exercised
the same power over the other, the
anomalous and somewhat embarrassing
condition would have obtained that we
had not any money at all, If they could
strike down half, they eould strike down
all.

“Iam in favor of the restoration of
the silver metal at the ratio of 16 10 |1,
believing, in the light of an experience
that covers o century, such ratio will es-
tablish and maintain permanently the
parity between the fwo metals, [ be-
lieve that we should take this aetion at
the earliest duy possible, independent of
the polivies or views of other nations, |
have as abiding faith in the ability of
my conntry to establish and maintain
its own monetary svslem as that which
I cherish in its ability to defend its own
soil from invagion or & institutions from
assanll.

one of these metuls,

“In my judgment,we are as independ-
ent of foreign dictation or domivation in
the one as in the other,

“In Augzost, 1898, when the Bill pro-
posing to repeal the purchasing clanse of
what was known a8 the ‘Shermon Aet!
wig before the senate, I said, inaspeech
then and there delivered, that T wanted
the right of coinage for the silver metal,
and  that limitation: that if
seigniorage was what my opponents  de-
manded, T was willing, not a8 a matter
of Tuirness, but in 4 =pirit of compromise,
that the government should take 10 per
eent, 'or 1 per cent, or 20 per cont, or

without

even 25 per cent, of the silver bullion
presented for coinage, or that il the
question of ratio was what was troubling,
[ was willing, not as a matter of justice,
bt in o spirit of compromise, if 16 was
not aceeptable to take 17, 18, 19 or even
aratioof 2010 1,

“But the opponents of this metal were
not to be placated hy any concessions,

[ either on the Tine of increased seignior-

age or advanced ratio, They had de-

{ stroyed the metal hy o process that has

never heen, in my opinion, suecesafilly
Justified, and from the honr of its taking
off until now they have never been will-
ing that it should he reinstated. Let
those who will seck to distort and por-
vert the issne pending, the effort will




